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Living in Light of Heaven

How often do we think about eternity and prepare for it? Most of us are easily
distracted, and we spend more time planning for events that will come and go
quickly. So how can we invest intentionally in Christ’s kingdom, which will last
forever?

¢ Know Jesus

e Be Patient Yet Focused

Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious
produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains. You too be
patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near...behold, the Judge is
standing right at the door. —James 5:7-8, 9b

For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come.
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith. In the future
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
award to me on that day; and not only to me, but to all who have loved His appearing.

—2 Timothy 4:6-8

e Stay Sober-Minded and Pure

For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles,
having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties, and
abominable idolatries. In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the
same excesses of dissipation, and they malign you; but they will give account to Him who is
ready to judge the living and the dead. —1 Peter 4:3-5

Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now
salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. The night is almost gone, and the day is near.
Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us behave
properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and
sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. —Romans 13:11-14

e Share the Gospel

I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and
the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. For the time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine;

but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in
accordance to their own desires, and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside
to myths. But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill
your ministry. —2 Timothy 4:1-5

Application

« What can you do to become more “heavenly minded” this week?



